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Problem

• Technology has made news media a
universal phenomenon in covering
police-citizen interactions.
• Critics have pointed out biases in
news reporting. However, this
speculation has yet to be tested
empirically.
• RQ: How does the news media
portray the police during fatal
police-citizen interactions?

Methodology

• Content analysis was chosen to
collect the data for the purpose of
understanding sizable research with
limited resources. Using content
analysis there were 3 news cites
(chosen from different areas of a
media bias chat) that sampled 10 or
less news articles specific to the 4
victims (Breonna Taylor, George
Floyd, Rayshard Brooks, and Casey
Goodson Jr.) of the study. For the
purpose of the research, only the
news title from each article was
examined for language use.

Results
Table 1. Percent of Language Used in the
Media
Negative

Neutral

Positive

25.8%

41.9%

32.3%

“‘I HUNT PEOPLE— it’s
a great job’: Ohio
deputy/pastor brags
before killing Casey
Goodson Jr.”- The
DailyKos

”Kentucky police
officer who killed
Breonna Taylor
pursues charges as
victim.”- The
DailyKos

“Derek Chauvin, ExOfficer Charged in
George Floyd’s Death,
Is Released on Bail.”
The NewYorkTimes

Discussion

• The most negative language used in
comparison to the other 3 victims
was Breonna Taylor.
• There was no correlation found in
the relationship of news outlets and
language type.
• There was no correlation found in
the relationship of age or citizen and
language type.
• The relationship between location
and language type provided the best
correlation results.
• Louisville, Ky is the city that
represents Breonna Taylor and
demonstrates the most negative
language throughout all 3 news
sources.
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